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Tidewater Community College Goes Wild 

Vgdm xnt gd`q sgd vnqcr Əfnhmf vhkcƐ `mc
Əb`lotrƐ snfdsgdq+ hs nesdm aqhmfr sn lhmc
images of Spring break, frat parties, or out-of-
control students.  But Audubon International 
recognized Tidewater Community College for 
going wild in an altogether different way:  the 
school achieved designation as a Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary in 2005 for its outstanding efforts to enhance 
habitat for wildlife and integrate environmental stewardship into its Chesapeake, Virginia campus.  The campus is located 
on 69 acres of land on a tributary of the Southern Branch of the Elizabeth River, within the Chesapeake Bay Preservation 
Area. 

Ahnknfx Oqnedrrnq Khr` Adgl rod`qgd`cdc Shcdv`sdqƍr bdqshehb`shnm+ hmbnqonq`shmf vhkckhed lnmhsnqhmf `mc g`ahs`s
hloqnudldms hmsn sgd btqqhbtktl- D`bg ne Adglƍr Ahnknfx 0/1 rstcdmsr v`r qdpthqdc sn bnlokdsd dhfgs gntqr ne vhkckhed
nardqu`shnm hm sgd m`stq`k `qd`r nm b`lotr- ƏVd o`qshbho`sd hm sgd Uhqfhmh` Cdo`qsldms F`ld `mc Hmk`mc Ehrgdqhdr Vhkckhed
Mapping program, so the information that we gathered was used to build our wildlife inventory for Audubon and to 
bnmsqhatsd sn sgd fqnvhmf c`s`a`rd ne vhkckhed nardqu`shnmr sg`s sgd UCFHE hr athkchmf+Ɛ rg`qdc Adgl- 

@bbnqchmf sn Adgl+ adhmf hmunkudc hm sgd oqnfq`l g`r gdkodc fhud rstcdmsr ` rdmrd ne nvmdqrgho ne sgd b`lotr- ƏHs hr
actually pretty amazing when a new semester starts and I tell my new class sections about our certification.  Eyebrows 
q`hrd `mc H dudm rdd rnld dxdr svhmjkd Ɛ 

As part of their efforts to achieve certification, students and staff undertook a number of conservation activities, from 
enhancing habitat areas to improving energy efficiency to community outreach.  Among its many accomplishments, 
Tidewater created nature trails and developed a summer Bird Camp for children as a way to connect local citizens to their 
environment and promote strong relationships with city residents.  They also conducted campus cleanups, hosted a variety 
of Earth Day activities, and involved students in nest box construction and monitoring.   

Indoors, the college invested in the installation of energy-efficient lighting and low-flow water fixtures in new buildings and 
upgraded equipment in several older buildings.  Efforts are also underway to promote campus-wide recycling, as well as 
carefully managing purchases of supplies to minimize waste.   

ƏVhsg ntq b`lotrƍr oqnwhlhsx sn sgd Fqd`s Chrl`k Rv`lo+ sgd Dkhy`adsg Qhudq+ `mc vdsk`mcr sg`s g`qanq hqqdok`bd`akd
m`shud rodbhdr+ vdƍqd oqntc sn rdqud `r ` lncdk+ oqnlnshmf dmuhqnmldms`k rsdv`qcrgho enq ntq qdfhnm sgqntfg dctb`shnm+
bnmrdqu`shnm+ `mc ntsqd`bg+Ɛ mnsdr Khmc` Qhbd+ Oqnunrs ne sgd Bgdr`od`jd b`lotr- Hmcddc+ rsqnmf kd`cdqrgho `s `kk kdudkr
at TidewaterƋfrom the administration to faculty to students to the communityƋg`r addm jdx sn Shcdv`sdqƍr rtbbdrr- 
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Location: Chesapeake, Virginia  

Type of property: Community 

college campus  

Type of membership: ACSP  

Member since: 2004 

Certified since: 2005 


